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The Athenian Mercury: 
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We have in our former Papers prov’d the Folly and 
Impiety of fuclras pretend to Judicial Aftrology, - 
ing that the Scripture, Reafon, and Experience give ¢ — 
Common Suffrage againit it. But fince we find Mr. 
G— (who, for what reafons we know not, is become 
fo famous, or rather infamous, above the reft’ ot his 
Brethren, in his pretences that way, has at the latter 
end of his Almanack, for this Year 1693. written a de- 
fence of Fudicial Affrology, we thought it our Duty, 
( eipecially having before engaged in the Subject ) to 
fhow the Nu!lity and Inconclufivenets of all that looks 
jike material in what he has writ, fince it may hinder 
a deal of Sin and Folly in fuch Perfons as are fubject 
to the Idolatry of running after thefe fort of Aen, at 
the fame time forfeiting their Dependance upon God, 
and lofing their Money and Time, only to be laught 
at as foon as their back is turn’d. Our Paper being 
fhort, we fhall only confider the Arguments, and not 
trouble our felves about other digreffions, tho’ theres 
matter enough in the reft for both Pity and Mirth. 
His firft Argument, isp. 2. which we fhall colleét, like 
all the following, in its full force, only fhorten the 
Terms, being more pertinent for the bufinefs, and with 
that Jultice to him, as he fhall have no caufe to com- 


plain. 


F.G.1 Are. O Sceptick denies Superiors influ- 
| ence Inferiors. Stars and Planets 
are Superiour to all terrene Beings, 

and mut therefore influence them ? ion 

Athen. We grant, that a Being Superior in Power and 
Nature can a@ Upon, and influence an Inferior, as a Man 
can do what he will with his Watch. But as for the 
Paralogifm which wou’d make Superiority in Altitude, 
or heighth, and Superior in Nature and Power, to be 
the fame thing, ‘tisfo abfurd, that we need not fay we 
deay it; at this sate every Chimney is more neble than 
a Man, becaufe ’tis higher, and every Bird that flies 
over ones head does thereby eftablifh its Dominion over 
fuch a Perfon, which is a Doétrine 
only fit for #raniah’s humble Ser- 
vant. 

F.G. 2 Arg. Ifthe order and diforder of terrene Bodies be 
not owing 10 the Stars, they feem to ftand in need of fome 
other Natural Caufe for their Produttion ? 

Athen, So long as there’s Vertue and Vice, Wifdom 
and Folly in. the World, we fhall never want a proper 
Caufe of all the Orders and Diforders in it. Befides, 
in Page 3. about the middle, you fay the Air is the Me- 
diate Cauje of all things ; and if fo, not che Stars, as you 
wou'd here fuggeft: If you think to have a re- 
fugein the Term Mediate, you are yet in a greater Er- 
ror; for there was never any of you fofilly as to fay, 
the Stars were the immediate Caufe of any thing, if fo, 
they wou'd neceffitate, not incline: And if they are not 
the Immediate, then they muft be the Mediate (ifany ;) 
but that you debarr ’em of too, and give to the Air: 
So that by your own Doétrine, the Stars have nothing 
to do with the Orders and Dilorders of the World. 
But after all, who is your Authority for afferting, 
That all Pirilofophers allow the Air to be the mediate Caufe 
of all things, when there’s aot one in the whole World 
that can be guilty of fucha ridiculous thought, it wou'd 
be very hard to putupon you to prove it the only and 
Proper Caule of any thing at all. 

7.G. 3 Arg. Ifthe Solum and Calum do both agree in 
the making up Homers Golden Chain, its obvious that the 
Symp ubies and Antipathies of the Planets and Stars above, 
with Perfons and Things below, do certainly produce the 
true Sorites of Nature that hold togetber, ( by links as it 
were) all Mundane Beings ? 


See his Preface. 
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Athen. If Homers Golden Chain made any thing for 
your Caufe, we wou'd give it you, and our Anfwer 
to it, but you have wrefted Homer to your own pur- 
pofe, and have put the Stars in Fupiters place, for it 
was Fupiter himfelf that held the Golden Chain which 
reach'd from Heaven to Earth ; only denoting thereby 
his Superintendance, and Regulation of Humane Af- 
fairs, and that there nothing fel! out on Earth, which 
was not providentially order’d and regulated, accord- 
ing to the Decrees and Regiftry ot Fate, but not a word 
of Stars, their influence, or any fuch ching. 

The next Paragraph is built upon the firft Argu- 
ment, where, becaufe the Scars are high and power- 
ful, (the laft is to be prov’d) therefore they influ 
ence, @c. The next mighty Argument is interrogative, 


-as follows. 


F.G. 4,Arg. Why may nos there be as well Qualifica- 
tions of Excellency and Peculiartty, in the feven Planets of 
the greater World, as in the feven principal parts of Man, 
the lefjer World, viz. the Heart, Brain, Liver, Spleen, Gall, 
Lungs and Kidneys. 

Athen. A why not proves nothing: We'll grant you 
Qualifications of Excellency in the Planets, as to their 
Glory, Heighth, Motion, ¢c. but as for the peculiarj- 
ty and ufe of ‘em, we deny it, (Sun and Moon excep- 
ted for influence ;) if yott had taken in the Earth asa 
Planet, as Mr. Parker has done, you had mention’d 
fomething of Ufe and Peculiarity. But pray Sir where 
did you Jearn your Anatomy, to call thofe above men- 
tion'd the feven principal parts of Mans Body, how 
came that Number into your Mind ? If by principal, 
you mean eflentially fo, ’tis falfe, Experience fhows ’tis 
poffible to live without the Spleen; how have fome 
Perfons Kidneys been ulcerated whilft living? Others 
with Lungs almoft confum'd ; Brain a great part often 
taken out. Now fuppofe fome of the Planets par’d a- 
way .piecemeal, and one of ‘em loft in the indefinite 
fpace, what wou'd become of Aftrology then ? but les 
fee how thefe feven principal parts anfwer to the Na- 
cure of the feven Planets by what follows ; atthe bot. 
tom of p.6. there you fay, The Heart is affimilated to 
the Sun, the Spleento Saturn, the parts of delight to Ve- 
nus, the Brain to the Moon, and the Uinderfbanding to 
Mercury; fo that by this, we have now nine principal 
parts, inthe Microcofm Privities, and Underftanding 
added, fo that your Queftion is ‘thus: Why may nor the 
feven Planets in the greater World, an{wer the nine principal 
parts in the leffer? We anfwer, Why fhou’d they, there 
a neither Number, Reafon, nor Senfe in the Que- 

ion. 

F.G. 6 Arg. There can be no better Reafon given for the 

Motions, Order, Scc. of the Planets, than that they might 
thereby influence thinzs below. 
_ Athen. We'lllend youa better Reafon. Their light 
is for Mans ufe, their Number, Order, Configurations, 
regular Motions,¢7’c.were made for Mans Contemplation, 
and to put him in Mind of an Intelligent Author of ‘em ; 
thefe are the ufes that David and St. Paul make of 
‘em. 

F.G. 6 Arg. It muft be the Stars that influence us to 
love and hate, or evenne{s of Temper, for the Earth, or Atoms 
can't do it. 

Athen. We fee no reafon that it fhou’d be either of 
‘em, and it muft be one of em, or you argue upon no- 
thing. If your Stars won't furnifh you with a better 
reafon, we'll try to oblige you with one. The Paf- 
fions, as Fear, Hope, Foy, Love, Anger, Bec. are innate, 
and whilft they are in being, are always ready tobe 
work’d upon, the manner is by means of the Senfes, 
which pretents us with Objedts, or Relations agreeable, 
dilagreeable, furprizing, frightfill, joyous, ec. rhat’tis 

this 


thisnot the Stars that makes us glad or forry, is plain; for 
cake a Perfon whofe Alpeéts are as good or as ill as 
you pleafe, {uppofe the moft malevolent for Sorrow, 
Accidents, ¢c. and fuch a Man may at that fame time 
be made to rejoyce, if you Conferr upon him an pies 
a Preterment, a Pardon, or what he wou'd be mot 
pieas’d wich. But you'l Urge, they Incline, not Ne- 
cefficate, fo that their Afpects may be fruitrate in many 
Cafes. Suppole it; fuppofe alfo there is fometiing of 
Truth in Aftrology, fince it is fo fallacious as it may 
be diverted, who can be fure of what you fay? or why 
wou'd ye chat People fhou’d relye upon you in any Cale 
whatever? It the Art was real, and the Stars did Ne- 
cefixate, the Cafe wou'd be quite aiter a. The next 
Paragiaph is fuil of interrogations, which we mall An- 
{wer as we go along, diftinguifhing which ts which by 
the Charaéter of the Letter. _ st 
Af the Sun bas effet upon Bodies, way may not the Spirits 
of the other Planets? Anfw. We know not what you 
meah by Spirits of Planets, Explain chat firft ; in the 
mean time take another Query to compare with yours, 
viz. Why fhould not al! the Planets Incline to Heat and 
Paihon as well as Murs? Why do Vegetables dye, when 
the Sun bas mole Power to preferve Lifer An{w. From the 
{ame Reafon that fome Flyes never live a whole day. and 
others live half a year: But Query, Why do any Men 
dye under good and promifing Ai pects ? either the Stars 
lye, or fignifie nothing in the matter. Why does one year 
differ from another in the |ame time of the year, if the Sun 
be the only Cauje of the Chauges and Variations which happen 
inthe Seafons of theyear. We fay the Sun by its diftance 
or nearnefs caules Winter and Summer, the two great 
Changes ; as for lefler Changes, which are only acciden- 
tal, by reafon of Winds biimging more or leis Niter 
( or Nitrous Air ) from the Frigid Zone, or the con- 
trary; or by Exhalations, Inundations, Earthquakes, 
and a multicude more of fuch things as may Condeate 
or Rarifie, and have orlier Eflects upon the Air, and 
caufe a greater or leffer quantity of Ciouds, Gc. which 
may intespofe and hinder tle Sun from having like 
Effeéts ac all times. But Query, Why con't the fame 
A{peéts, Conjunétions, Oppefitions, wc. always pro- 
duce the fame Seafons, Accidents, we. it they are the 
proper caufe of em. All thele Queftions you fee are 
Convertible, and conclude more again{t you than us, 
for we can Antwer, and give a known certain Reafon, 
which you can’t do. 

J.G. p. 6 Detin. What is the Brain? B® Clole Com- 
paced Wodp, i: % femblable 19 Felly or Flegm, whe.rce 
by means of the Nerves comes Senfation and Motion. 

Athen. Indeed Friend Fohn, if Jelly and Brains be fuch 
A clofe Compaded Body, a thick Skull will be found too 
clofe and Compacted for any Mercurial Influence: Now 
we find indeed chat Philofophy, Anatomy and Definitions, 
if back’d by Propitious Stars, as yours are, will arrive 
to an uncommon growth at lait. 

J. G. Def. 2d. What is the Heart? Onip a meer tre. 
angular picce of $Fich, of no excellent attradi- 
on to Common Bifion. | 

Athen. Acutely defin'd again! only we want to know 
whether ‘tis a Solid or a Plane, but you've made amends 
in the following learned Phrafe, Po excellent attraitt- 
on to Common Wiffon. Before this our Talent cou’d 
reach no higher than to exprefs it thus, no pleafant fight : 
But now for the Confequence and Defign of thefe Defi- 
nitions, why 

J.G. The Heart and the Brain ( p. 6.) are affimilated to 
the Sun and Moon, two A the moft powerful and influencing 
Planets, but yet the Flefnis dull and inadlive, as the Scrit- 
ture teftifies, ‘tis the Spirit that does all and is all. 

Athen. This is fairly Colleéted, and the tenfe of the 
whole Page, now if we confider the Parallel, and Mr. 
G’s defign by it, he wou'd ( asappears above ) fhow that 
the feven Planets rul’d the greater World, and the feven 
principal Parts the defer World, or Man, which feven he 
afterwards unluckily made out Nine; and now pure- 
ly to give usa touch of his Divinity he deftroys a!l he 
has faid, making the Heart and Brain to be flefh, and 
profit nothing ; that is, fo far from influencing the leffer 
World, or Man, that they muft be influenc’d themleives 


by the Spirit, and confequently from his own Patale! 
the Sun and Moon ( and if them the reft of the Pg. 
nets ) are dull and languid, can’c at a}] irfivence or jp. 
cline a Man to any thing of themfelves, ftanding in reed 
of fomething elfe to quicken and influence them: 4/y0- 
logico divinely argued! But the Author may be par- 
don d, having made his Confequence perhaps under 
fome il] Aipect. 

To page 10. he takes all for granted, and vpona blind 
Prefumption takes all that he has faid hitherto to be 
Canon, and fo he preceeds to talk like an Aftyologer, 
of Fupiter and Melancholly, Mars and Choller, Venus and 
good Humour ; by and by he falls upon Buptijm and Vows 
believing Virtue fpoils his Trade by falfitying his 
Schemes, and fhows that the Stars are like Whores, p. 8. 
( Cieditable Bulinefles to truft to!) and ends with An. 
{wering tome Obdjeétions, which are all of the fame 
Caft ; bur fince he thinks thole Objeétions fo eafily 
refolv'd, we'll propole a few more to him and all other 
Aftrologers whatever, which if Anfwer'd and fent us or 
our Bookteller, with Name or Names fubfcrib’d, and 
Places of Habitation, we'll be fo juft and fair as to com. 
mit i¢to the Prefs withouc any Alrerations, but if we 
receive no Anfwer the World is hereby defired to take 
Notice ot it, and be no longer abus'd and impos’d Up- 
on, by fuch as are not able by all the help of the Stare 
to maintain their own Art, or Ani{wer the following 
Queftions. ‘i 

Queft. 1. Suppofe three Footmen are to run a Race, and 
being willing to know their Fortune, they come to three diffe 
rent Affrologers ali at the jame time. and have the fame 
Schemes erected for each: Query, Since one muft win and 
two lofe, why will the Ajtrologers tell “em an impoff:bility, 
that they muft all win or all loje ? : 

Quelt. 2. Why you pretend to tell Maiters of great Con- 
fequence, as Lite and Death, Marry or not, Happy «ér 
not, &c. and can’t keep your elves from Contra iétin 
another in the little Concern 0f Weather. and that tie me's 
knowing 0} you vhiffes ofiner than bitt, and particularly My, 
J.G. that faid it wowd be Snow the sth. of this Injtant 
which was the fine(t day that bas been this tear ? 

Queft. 3. Let a Man from an; fix'd ftanding go towards 
either Eaft, Wejt, North or South, will you take 3 Guinea's 
to two, which will be offer’d as often as yoir pleale by ome 
of our Society, that you tell towards which Point he went ? 

Queft. 4. There's now ay we are very Credibly Injorm’d, 
an Astrologer in Town avo w frequently Cuckelded by one 
of his Friends, can any of you tell by the Rules of Afirology 
who it i or who the Perjon is that thus abufes the poor 
Al; tloger ? 

Quel. 5. Why have yeu not. and when will you Antwer 
thofe Queftions ( infread of defending Judicial Afroliey ) 
that we put to you before, when we Treated upon this Subjed ? 

Thus much at preleac for Aftrologers, 


7 (7? 
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Queft. 6. Pray which do you think w be the belt Almas 
nack in England? . 

Anjw. Parker's Almanack is the beit that is yet extant 
perhaps in all Europe. 
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Next Monday will be Publith’d 


OF "THe fecond Spira, being a fearful Example of an 
ATHEIST who had Apoftatiz’d trom the Chri- 
ftian Religion, and died in Detpair at WeftninSer, Dec. 
8. 1692. with an Exact Account of his Sickne/s, Cor- 
victions, Difcourfes with Friends and Minifters, and of his 
, |» ~ 9° ae . ? r ; ’ 
dreadful -Exprefiions and Blafphemies when he Jefe the 
e Aeal 4 , . bow wt 
World : AS aio A Letter from ar ATHEIST of his Ac- 
qualiitaace, wich his Antwer to it. Publift’d for an 
. a“ ‘s 1 
Example to others, and recemmended to all Young Per- 
Jons, to lectle them in their Religion. By ¥. S.a Miniit- 
er of tie Church of England, a frequent Vifitor of him 
SF ' .* co . . “. 
during bis whole Sickne ts. Printed for Fobn LPyzsen at 
the Kavea inthe Peultrey. Price 6 d. 
x fhe Cempleat Litrary for Decembers wil] alfo be 
Publifh'd next Monday. | 
The Ladies Queftrons will be anfwer'd freedilr. 
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